
Benefits to the  
United States

OIL SANDS

Albertans own an incredibly important energy resource – significant to all North Americans who gain 
energy security and economic benefits through Alberta’s oil sands development. With this in mind, 
Alberta is committed to responsibly developing the oil sands to help meet North America’s energy needs.

the u.s. energy information administration projects that oil and other liquids will make up 32 per cent of 
u.s. energy consumption by 2035. the international energy agency has acknowledged canada’s contribution 
to global energy production, stating, “production from canadian oil sands is set to continue to grow over 
the projection period, making an important contribution to the world’s energy security.”  
(Source: International Energy Agency, 2010 World Energy Outlook)

energy security
>> Alberta’s oil comes from a politically stable and 
democratic neighbour and is sent to the U.S. via 
pipeline, a safe and secure method of transportation.

>> It is forecast that by 2019 Alberta will be producing  
3.3 million barrels of oil per day, compared to about  
2 million barrels today. This increased supply can  
further reduce U.S. dependence on foreign-sourced oil.
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perhaps the greatest impact of expanded oil sands 
exploitation would be a diversion of revenues away 
from adversarial governments.  
(Source: Council on Foreign Relations, The Canadian Oil Sands: Energy Security  

vs. Climate Change, May 2009)
}
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7 = Angola  4%
6 = Iraq  5%

5 = Venezuela  10%
4 = Nigeria  11%

3 = Saudi Arabia  12%

2 = Mexico  12%

1 = Rest of Canada  5% 
Alberta  17%

8 = Other OPEC  8%

Sources of U.S. Oil Imports (2010)

9 = Other Non OPEC  17%

Sources: U.S. Energy Information Administration
               Canada’s National Energy Board

Note: Total does not add up to 100%
          due to rounding
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jobs and economy

OIL SANDS Benefits to the United States

www.oilsands.alberta.ca

energy supply
>> Alberta's remaining proven oil reserves are 170.8 billion 
barrels (169.3 billion barrels in the oil sands), or about 
12 per cent of total global oil reserves  
(Source: ST98 – Alberta’s Energy Reserves and Supply/Demand Outlook, June 2010).

>> Alberta exported about 1.6 million barrels of oil a day  
to the U.S. in 2010.

>> Canada supplies the U.S. with 22 per cent of its oil 
imports, the bulk of which comes from Alberta (2010). 
Taken alone, Alberta supplies 17 per cent of U.S. oil 
imports – equal to Saudi Arabia and Iraq combined.  
(Source: U.S. Energy Information Administration & Canada's National Energy Board) 

0.0

0.1

0.2

0.3

0.4

0.5

0.6

0.7

0.8

0.9

1.0
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Return on U.S. Dollar 
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only 21 per cent of the world’s proven oil reserves  
are accessible to private sector investment (not state 
controlled). about 53 per cent of the world’s open 
and accessible reserves are in alberta’s oil sands.  
(Source: Alberta International and Intergovernmental Relations, 2011)
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World Oil Reserves 
(Billions of barrels)
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>> For every $1 the U.S. spends on goods and services 
from Canada, $0.90 is returned to the U.S. economy 
through Canadian purchases of U.S. goods and 
services (2010). 

>> Between 2010 and 2035, it’s estimated that 
development of Alberta’s oil sands will:

•	 contribute a total of between $211 and $396 billion 
to the U.S. economy; and

•	 create or preserve an average of between  
93,000 and 175,000 jobs per year in the U.S.;

•	 these workers’ wages will average between  
$4.0 and $7.6 billion per year.  
(Source: Canadian Energy Relations Institute, 2011)

>> There are currently more than 900 U.S. based 
businesses that supply goods and services to  
Canadian oil sands and related pipeline projects.  
(Source: Canadian Association of Petroleum Producers)


